900
RUTIIIING FOX WALKS

Apples from our

{"H'nllf LH'J, "

k-7

€D PEAR_TREE CLOS!

Burwash frogs ave very friendly...

This meadow is called Pear Tree Close. Under the Saxon
system of land holding, the small fields near to the village were
called 'closes’. They were small hedged and fenced grass
fields (in contrast to the large 'open' arable fields) where
livestock could be kept securely, especially at night. This

A small belt of trees and shrubs was p]antv:d on Every year, in October, we hold an Autumn ﬂpp]: Fair at which I:a.mungst 3
the banks of the new brook creating one of the  great many other events) your own unusual/unkneown varieties can be
ideal habitat combinations for many species: identified, by experts from the East of England Apples and Orchard Project and

mttr,mugh grass and scrub. to which you can bri.ng your own z-u.tplus applcs to be juiccd.

\ Bchind the row of Lombardy Poplars The Grassland
Jfield has, therefore, probably not been plovighed (except by pigs!) for (i front of you, slightly to the right) 1s an The meadow to your left is grazed by cither sheep or cattle, alternated annually
1000 Years or more (!T f'f’fr!)- It is called Pear Tree Close becavse f;"f nsignificant little pond which, in carly Spring, in rotation to lessen parasite build up. If there are cows in the meadow they wall
a venerable wild Pear Tiee which, sadly, died some 20 years ago. becomes a secthing mass of mating frogs. Probably as a result, this 15 a favourite  be part of our suckler herd of pedigree Beef Shorthorn Cattle - a rare breed.
hunting arca for our grass snakes and if you go quictly you may spot one
Wetland and water warming itself in the sun on the path. Natural England 15 here to conserve and enhance the natural emerronment, for its intrinsic
Ower the last 50 years or so, lowland wet habitats have suffered catastrophic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people and the econonue prosperity that it bnngs,
losses, consequently redressing this has been one of the main aims of our Old orchards
conservation work, some of which 15 being funded under our Environmental Since Brtain joined the EEC, the traditional East Anglian frut
Stewardship agreement with Natural England. orchard has been in steep decline with the inevitable loss of One contented _"_"-.”;'P,;-
the old varicties that grew in them and of this very special
In 1996 the nriginal ditch, to your ri.ght,which carries the overflow from the habitat. We have tried to rejuvenate our old orchard,
Moat, was widened to form a broader, wetter 'brook' and therefore a boggier (fust across the ditch, to your nght) by gapping up with
habitat. We seem to have succeeded, as Smupe, which feed in mud, are Icgular some less common varieties, such as Devon

visitors. Over the past tew years, since the late 1970s, Snipe Quarrendon and Lord Himﬂip.Thcm: were P]amv:d on 'normal'
numbers natiuna]lj,r have declined Etl:tpl‘f mn rootstock to pmducc full sized trees. Their applts are available (for
lowland gr:;ss];;md: this habatat. a brief seasonal pl:riu&!} from the Larder.
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